


100 years before—to make final prepa-
rations for the March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom when Dr. King
would give his famous “I Have a
Dream” speech on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial.

“From the beginning, the Penn
Center was seen as a safe haven” in a
hostile social and political environ-
ment, says Walter Mack, the center’s
executive director. It was a place where
former slaves could organize and confer
in peace with white friends despite a
general climate of racial threats and
intimidation.

“The two white teachers from the
North [who established the Penn
School] took risks when they came
down here,” says Mack. And for the
next century, whites and blacks took
risks when they collaborated at the
Penn Center. “At Penn,” he adds, “the

EAGER LEARNERS. The Penn School trained many teachers for South freedmen and the people who came
Carolina’s black public schools. from New England would sit down and
PHOTO/THE PENN CENTER COLLECTION AT THE UNC-CHAPEL HILL WILSON LIBRARY talk and strategize. The only way to
solve a problem is to sit down and talk
however, Laura Towne and Ellen from the oak grove where the about it, and in our history we have
Murray continued their work at the Emancipation Proclamation was read provided the venue to do that.” ~/

Penn School, which offered a classical
education in arts and sciences. Towne
died in 1901 and Murray in 1908.

The Penn School became the
model for hundreds of privately fund-
ed, missionary, and Freedman’s
Bureau schools throughout the South
after the Civil War. Private schools
for black children, in turn, paved the
way for southern states’ public educa-
tion, and Penn graduates taught in
many segregated public schools.

Opver generations, these schools,
although underfunded, helped build
an educated middle class of teachers,
businessmen, lawyers, doctors, and
ministers.

Penn Center remained an impor-
tant meeting place for both races. In
the 1960s, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and executives of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference,

“;lhit; and(l:a lack, rfegularly came dto HISTORY LIVES. Walter Mack, executive director of the Penn Center, on
the Fenn Lenter for retreats an the steps of the Gantt Cottage in the Penn Center Historic District. Dr. Martin

trainings. Luther King, Jr., lived in that cottage when writing his famous “I Have a
During the summer of 1963, they Dream” speech in 1963
met at the Penn Center—a few miles PHOTO/GRACE BEAHM
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Gullah Geechee Commission’s plan completed

The Gullah Geechee Cultural

Heritage Corridor Commission

has submitted its management plan to

the National Park Service for review.

The plan lays the groundwork for the

preservation and public recognition

of a unique African American culture
threatened by development from

North Carolina to northern Florida.

The management plan identifies
three goals:
¢ Increase understanding and aware-

ness of Gullah Geechee people,
history, and culture.

e Support heritage-related businesses
and promote land preservation.

e Document and help preserve
historic sites, data, artifacts, and
objects for the benefit and educa-
tion of the public.

There are six interpretive themes
for partnership programs: origins and
early development; the quest for free-
dom, equality, education, and recogni-
tion; global connections; connection
with the land; cultural and spiritual
expression; and Gullah Geechee
language. The management plan is
the product of six years of research and
21 public-input meetings in coastal
communities in the Southeast.

A continuing challenge is to reach
out to people of Gullah Geechee

descent and help them understand the
importance of their own history and
culture.

“When 1 was growing up, calling
someone Gullah or Geechee was a slur,
even in our own communities,” says
Ronald Daise, the commission’s execu-
tive director and vice-president for
creative education at Brookgreen
Gardens in Murrells Inlet. “Those
were fighting words. No one wanted
to be identified as Gullah or Geechee.
We called ourselves sea islanders. But
starting in the 1990s, there began to
be a movement to accept the unique-
ness of Gullah Geechee and its place
in the American fabric. We became
more aware that our ancestors were
brought from Africa with skills, and
we have learned how language, dietary
practices, customs, and beliefs were
maintained over the generations.”

The commission, though, can’t
create Gullah Geechee programs from
scratch.

Any funding for the corridor from
the National Park Service will have to
be matched by towns, cities, and coun-
ties along the corridor, whether in cash
or in kind.

“We can only move forward with
partnerships,” says Daise. “We need
partners to come up with ideas about

CULTURAL FABRIC. Rondld
Duise, vice-president for creative
education at Brookgreen Gardens
in Murrells Inlet, is the executive
director of the Gullah Geechee
Cultural Heritage Corridor
Commission (see map on p. 6).
PHOTO/GRACE BEAHM

how to implement programs and fund

them.” v/
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Helping coastal
communities prepare
for climate change

How can coastal communities
of South Carolina adapt to climate
change, especially when projected
levels of change in temperature, pre-
cipitation, and sea level in the region
are so broad? The S.C. Sea Grant
Consortium has received three grants
totaling over $190,000 that will help
coastal communities answer that
question over the next two years.

For a grant competitively awarded
by the National Sea Grant Office’s
Community Climate Change
Adaptation Initiative program, Jessica
Whitehead, regional climate extension
specialist, will lead partners from the
Beaufort County Planning Depart-
ment, the Social and Environmental
Research Institute (SERI), and North
Carolina Sea Grant to help Beaufort
County prepare for a range of potential

climate conditions. April Turner,
coastal community specialist, will
assist Whitehead with conducting
background interviews and organizing
public workshops and focus group
meetings.

The partners will develop a plan
to ensure that the county’s zoning—
including new form-based codes—and
subsequent development will be more
resilient to sea-level rise, more variable
rainfall, and temperature extremes.

SERI will lead another grant from
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s Coastal and
Ocean Climate Applications program
to investigate the risks a changing
climate may pose to working water-
fronts in Beaufort County.

In addition, with a grant from the
National Sea Grant Office, S.C. Sea
Grant extension staff will synthesize
the results of the working-waterfronts
investigation into workshops that
include the role of climate variability
and change among other threats to

Sea-level rise will only exacerbate flooding in low-lying areas along the S.C. coast.
PHOTO/ANDY PARAS/THE POST AND COURIER
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thriving working waterfronts.

To assist with these projects, the
Consortium is hiring two College of
Charleston graduate students who will
work on implementing the grants.

For more information, contact
Jessica Whitehead at (843) 953-2090 or
Jessica. Whitehead@scseagrant.org.
Additional programs are detailed on
the Coastal Climate website at www.
scseagrant.org/Content/cid=251. %/

LID manual for
coastal South Carolina
to be developed

For years, scientists, regulators,
innovative developers, engineers, and
others have been calling on localities
to encourage more eco-friendly devel-
opment practices that can capture
greater volumes of stormwater runoff
and filter more contaminants than
conventional practices do.

Conventional urban development
tends to increase a site’s impervious
surfaces—such as roads, parking lots,
and buildings—and store stormwater
runoff in ponds or other holding areas
until it can be piped back into
waterways.

These conventional practices can
pollute waterways, place infrastructure
at risk from flooding, and deplete
natural storage areas of freshwater for
private wells and municipal supplies.

By contrast, low-impact develop-
ment (LID) practices mimic the natu-
ral hydrology and filtering capacities
of pre-development sites. LID practices
include rain gardens and bioswales
that absorb stormwater flows and allow
vegetation, soils, and microbes to filter
pollutants, which reduce contamina-
tion of waterways.




NFE \Y/Qé?l\l OTES

To advance the use of LID prac-
tices in South Carolina, the S.C. Sea
Grant Consortium has established
partnerships with the ACE Basin and
North Inlet-Winyah Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR)
Coastal Training Programs and the
Center for Watershed Protection based
in Maryland.

This partnership is receiving
$329,943 from the NERR’s Science
Collaborative over two years to de-
velop an interdisciplinary, user-defined
manual for LID practices, thereby
removing a barrier to implementation
on the community level, neighborhood
scale, and site scale.

First, the grant will support a
series of collaborative focus group
meetings with applied-science re-
searchers and engineers, planners and
landscape architects, climate research-
ers, and others.

The grant will also support tech-
nical trainings for decision makers who
face challenges of protecting water
quality and habitats in a time of
intense development pressure and
climate change, which can cause
more intense storms and rainfall.

Although decision makers might
be aware of the benefits of using LID
techniques, they often lack expertise,
guidance, and resources to implement
them.

Therefore, technical trainers will
work with decision makers to create
tools and resources that can help
communities implement LID practices
and reduce the impact of development
on natural resources.

The LID guidance document will
be vetted by end-users and debuted
through end-user workshops. In the
process of developing the manual, the
team will create the following resources

and tools to support LID implementa-

tion in coastal South Carolina:

e Modeling to support the integration
of landscape and climate variables
to guide research and using Best
Management Practices in the design;

e A comprehensive, digital spread-
sheet that will enable intended
users to model how BMPs could
impact stormwater runoff and to
select techniques appropriate to
their site;

e Support for updated urban planning
and development regulations that
will encourage the implementation
of LID;

¢ The integration of climate change
predictions into BMP design and
guidance;

¢ Training on use of the manual for
coastal communities.

S.C. Sea Grant Extension
Program staff including April Turner,
coastal community specialist, and
Jessica Whitehead, regional climate
extension specialist, are part of the

A bioswale at Oak Terrace Preserve in North
Charleston, S.C.
PHOTO/LISA VANDIVER

project’s investigator team.

For more information, contact
Leigh Wood, Coastal Training
Program coordinator with the North
Inlet—Winyah Bay NERR, at (843)
904-9034 or Leigh Wood@belle.baruch.
scedu. WV

Volunteers cleared debris from Botany Bay on Edisto Island during the 24*
annual Beach Sweep/River Sweep. Nearly 6,000 volunteers turned out

statewide in September to clean beaches, marshes, and waterways.
PHOTO/E.M. “BUD” SKIDMORE/EDISTOPRIDE
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FRBSEstLOWS

Aquaculture and 13" National 12" Annual New
Restoration: Conference on Partners for Smart
A Partnership Science, Policy, and - Growth Conference
Groton, Connecticut the Environment - Kansas City, Missouri
December 12-15, 2012 Washington, D.C. - February 7-9, 2013
January 15-17, 2013

Plan to attend a special joint meet- This conference will provide a
ing of the International Conference on Join more than 1,200 leaders from the | dynamic mix of plenaries, breakouts,
Shellfish Restoration, the Northeast emergency response, scientific, policy, ~ implementation workshops, specialized
Aquaculture Conference, and the conservation, and business communities, . trainings, peer-to-peer learning oppor-
Milford Aquaculture Seminar. There as well as federal and local government tunities, and coordinated networking
will be oral presentations, plus poster officials, to address themes such as cascad- | activities. Learn from hundreds of
and technology-transfer sessions on ing disasters, disasters as mechanisms of | speakers who cross disciplines to share
shellfish culture, shellfish restoration, ecosystem change, rethinking recovery, . insights, valuable tools, and strategies
and finfish and seaweed aquaculture. human behavior and its consequence, and | for making smart growth a success in

For more information, visit “No Regrets” resilience. For more informa- | your community. For more informa-
www.northeastaquaculture.org. tion, visit www.environmentaldisasters.net. = tion, visit www.newpartners.org.

Subscriptions are free upon request by contacting: Annette.Dunmeyer@scseagrant.org

ATTENTION SCHOOL TEACHERS! The S.C. Sea Grant Consortium has designed supplemental classroom resources for this and past issues
of Coastal Heritage magazine. Coastal Heritage Curriculum Connection, written for K-12 educators and their students, is aligned with

the South Carolina state standards for the appropriate grade levels. Includes standards-based inquiry questions to lead students through
explorations of the topic discussed. Curriculum Connection is available on-line at www.scseagrant.org/education.
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