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MODERATOR

Angela C. Halfacre is an Associate Professor of Political Science at the College of Charleston since August 1998 and served as the Director of the Master of Environmental Studies (MES) program for a five-year appointment. She received a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Florida in 1997 with American Government, Public Policy, Methodology, and Comparative Politics as her fields of specialization. She has also been a Visiting Scholar at the University of Twente in The Netherlands. Angela's substantive focus is environmental policy, and she incorporates mixed methodologies (quantitative and qualitative) and multiple disciplines (political science, sociology, psychology, public policy, and geography primarily) in her research examinations of environmental problems. Her active research agenda allows her to pursue several avenues of inquiry and the opportunity to utilize community case studies regularly. While her research focuses on environmental policy, she uses environmental perception, environmental justice and public participation theories, frameworks and examples to examine and carry out her research agenda.  

SPEAKERS

Dr. Michael Fulton leads the Marine Ecotoxicology Branch at NOAA’s Center for Coastal Environmental Health and Biomolecular Research. He is also the Principal Investigator for the Emerging Chemical Contaminants Research component of the Hollings Marine Laboratory Center of Excellence in Oceans and Human Health Research Initiative. He earned his BS and MS from Mississippi State University and Ph.D. from the University of South Carolina. Dr. Fulton has experience in ecotoxicology and risk assessment with an emphasis on understanding and predicting the effects of chemical contaminants in estuaries. He has authored or coauthored over 45 peer reviewed publications.    
Dr. Jill Stewart is a microbiologist at the NOAA Center for Coastal Environmental Health and Biomolecular Research (CCEHBR) and is Principal Investigator for the Pathogen Source Tracking component of the NOAA Hollings Marine Laboratory Center of Excellence in Oceans and Human Health. Dr. Stewart conducts research in the area of environmental health microbiology with an emphasis on water quality. Specific areas of research include developing and improving methods to detect microorganisms in water and shellfish, and tracking sources of microbial pollution in the coastal zone. She received a B.A. from the University of Virginia, and an M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina School of Public Health.

PANEL

Dan Conover is a reporter and blogger for The Post and Courier and Charleston.net. His previous positions with the company included stints as city editor, Sunday editor, political editor, new-media developer, and the news director of Charleston.net. He has a B.A. in Journalism from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and was a Western Knight Center Multimedia Reporting Fellow in 2005. In his private life he is the sole author of the blog "Conover on Media" and the creator/administrator of the eclectic group blog "Xark." His blogs on behalf of The P&C/Charleston.net include "Lowcountry Blogs," "Spoletoblog," "Friday 5," and "Fun & Games." Conover was named South Carolina Press Association's Journalist of the Year in 2005 based largely on his coverage of science, technology and other underreported topics.

Debra Hernandez currently runs Hernandez and Company, a consulting firm that provides expert advice, technical assistance and facilitation services for a range of coastal and environmental issues. She has 19 years of experience in coastal management and extensive policy, legislative and technical expertise. She received her M.S. in civil engineering from Clemson University in 1987 and is a professional engineer. Prior to starting her own company, Ms. Hernandez worked for South Carolina’s coastal management agency. Her professional interests include improving the linkages between researchers and decision-makers, and facilitating discussions of public policy issues related to the coast and environment.  She currently serves on the National Academies’ Ocean Studies Board, the Ocean Research and Resources Advisory Panel, the SC Sea Grant Consortium Program Advisory Board, and the Coastal States Stewardship Foundation.  

Dr. Bob Van Dolah is the Director of the Marine Resources Research Institute, which is part of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, Marine Resources Division. The Institute conducts research and monitoring programs to assess the condition of coastal resources in South Carolina and provide data required to address policy and management issues related to those resources. Dr Van Dolah earned his BS degree from Marietta College and his MS and Ph.D degrees from the University of Maryland. Prior to becoming the Institute’s Director, he managed the Institute’s Environmental Research Section and has extensive experience in studying the effects of various anthropogenic activities in both estuarine and marine habitats.   He is the lead investigator for SCDNR on the South Carolina Estuarine and Coastal Assessment Program (SCECAP), which is a cooperative monitoring program being conducted with the SCDHEC, the USEPA, and NOAA.  This program includes a comprehensive ecosystem-based assessment of overall habitat quality of SC estuaries using new and improved integrated measures of condition, and it has provided much of the information available on contaminant levels in South Carolina’s estuaries.      

